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Do the site 
elevations 
satisfy the 

Maximum Lift 
Equation1? 

 
Is there road 
access to the 

site? 

 
 

Use a pumping 
system. 

 
Is there 

power at the 
site? 

Can provisions 
be made to get 

large pumps 
into the site? 

 
 

Use a siphon 
system. 

Is staff time 
available to 

monitor pump 
on a frequent / 
constant basis? 

Can provisions be 
made to get 

power for pumps 
to the site 

(generator, power 
lines, diesel or 

tractor)? 

Is the 
drawdown 

system a long -
term solution? 

 
Check cost and availability of equipment and 

materials for both siphon and pumping options.  
Cost and availability will be significant determining 

factors. 

Drawdown	System	Selection	Flow	Chart	

Note:   
1.  Reference Siphon Overview Design Grade Considerations for Maximum Lift Equation. 
2.  Every site is unique. This Chart is a starting guideline.  Your situation may warrant a different solution. 


